


Looking for a reception venue? 
  The Coward Suite at Hampton Hill Theatre 

 Competitive rates 
 Superbly appointed rooms 
 Air conditioned 
 Dedicated Duty Manager to look after you 
 Lift accessible 
 Optional bar facilities 
 Ample space for your catering 
 Flexible layouts 
 Disabled toilets and nappy changing facilities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

90 High Street 
Hampton Hill 

TW12 1NZ 
www.hamptonhilltheatre.org.uk 

Why not call us on 07957 307370 
Or e-mail hires@hamptonhilltheatre.org.uk  

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
For reasons of safety, glassware must NOT be taken into any part of the 
auditorium. 
 

Latecomers will be admitted at the first convenient moment provided that 
no interruption or distraction to the performers might be caused. 
 

All gangways, passageways and stairways must be kept free from 
obstruction. Persons are not permitted to sit or stand in any gangway. 
 

The taking of photographs and the making of sound and/or visual 
recordings in the auditorium are not permitted. 
 

An infra-red hearing assistance system is available in the auditorium but 
not in the Coward Room.  Personal systems with a T-switch will require an 
additional unit available in the foyer.  'In ear' headsets are also available.  
 

Wheelchair positions are available in both stalls and the balcony. The Box 
Office Manager will be happy to discuss your requirements. 
 

TTC Ltd, as managers of the theatre, reserves the right to refuse admission 
and to make alterations to the programme and cast without notice. 



Director’s Note 
 
Having been raised by strong women and choosing to 
surround myself by strong women in my adult life, I’m pleased 
to have been given the chance to celebrate them in this 
important ‘Year of the Woman’.  It is 100 years since the vote 
was first granted to women and 130 years virtually to the day 
(6th July) since the first ever woman's strike in the UK - The 
Matchgirls strike of 1888.  I believe in equality for all and that 
the milestones should be remembered and applauded. 
 
I played a docker in the show as a teenager and the whole cast 
felt as if we were participating in something special - and the 
audience agreed. This was repeated when I directed The 
Matchgirls as a school production - the cast and the audience 
loved it!  Which is why I proposed it to TTC and I hope that you 
will love it as much the cast and crew have been enjoying 
working on it over the last few months.  
 
Enjoy the show!  

Marc Batten  
Director 

 
Sarah Chapman 

A Matchgirls Strike Leader 
 

Thanks to finding a 
thirteen-year-old post by 
Dr Anna Robinson on 
Ancestry, in September 
2016 I discovered that my 
great-grandmother was a 
Matchgirl. It also led me 
to her grave in Manor 
Park Cemetery, Forest 
Gate. 



 
Sarah was a leading member of the Strike 
Committee and was in the newly formed Union 
Committee. She was the first worker from the 
Bryant and May factory to be elected as a delegate 
to represent the Union at the TUC - firstly with 
Annie Besant in London, 1888, and then with D. 
Taylor in Liverpool in 1890, where she seconded a 
motion on the Truck Act.  

 
Her grave is an unmarked paupers plot and is threatened with 
‘mounding’. We have made progress negotiating for a 
gravestone but the threat of mounding remains. 
 
To mark this year’s 130th anniversary of the strike we 
organised a Commemorative Walk on the 7th July, from Mile 
End to Bouverie Street, just as the Matchgirls did, to meet 
Annie Besant.  Sarah was one of three workers to see her in 
her office. 
 
The Matchgirls were the vanguard of ‘New Trade Unionism’. 
Social reformer Clementina Black had spoken on ‘Female 
Labour’ at the Fabian Meeting that led to their support for the 
Matchgirls. Their achievement inspired her to use their 
success to call for women’s trade unions and promote equal 
pay for women and men. The next year, the 1889 Dockers 
Strike was built on their example. 
 
To mark this, we are in talks with an internationally known 
sculptor with a view to producing a statue to the Matchgirls in 
the East End. 
 
If you would like to know more and support us, please contact 
me at samdearman0411@gmail.com. 
 
 

Samantha Johnson 
 



 

 
 

Cast 
 

Kate  Emma Hosier 

Polly  Cath Bryant 

Mrs Purkiss  Zoe Arden 

Old Min  Sandra Mortimer 

Maggie  Jenny Hull 

Jessie  Caroline Steer 

Winnie  Danielle Thompson 

Dot  Liz Williams 

Beattie  Leigh Dent 

Nell  Nicky Shaw 

Louie  Georganna Simpson 

Annie Besant  Sue Reoch 

George Bernard Shaw  Ben Hansell 

Paula Westerby  Sally Cadle 

Scots Girl  Eilish Langham 

Foreman Mynel  Dave Dadswell 

Mr Potter  Ben Hansell 

Joe  Dave Shortland 

Perce  Ben Legard 

Bert  Bill Compton 

Frances  Joyce Birchall 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Production Team 
 

Director  Marc Batten 

Musical Director  Hannah-May Lucas 

Conductor/Piano  Harriet Oughton 

Bass  James Hill 

Bass  Joe Jackson 

Drums  Rory Clark 

Choreographer  Lucinda Hennessy 

Production Manager  Linda Sirker 

Production Manager  Juliette Sexton 

Set  Fiona Auty 

Stage Manager  Harri Osborne 

Lighting  Gary Stevenson 

Sound  Harry Jacobs 

Wardrobe  Mags Wrightson 

Wardrobe  Lesley Alexander 

Wardrobe  Margaret Boulton 

Photography  Jojo Leppink 

Filming & Editing  James Johnson 



Scenes and Musical Numbers 
 

Act I 
 

Scene 1  
 

The Corner Cutting Room  
Phosphorus - The Matchgirls 

 ‘Artful of ‘ope - Mrs Purkiss and The Matchgirls 
 

Scene 2  
 

Hope Court 
Look Around - Kate and The Matchgirls 

 Me - Joe and Dockers 
 Men - Kate, Polly, Joe, Perce 
 La di dah - Beattie, Maggie, Polly, Jessie, Joe, Perce 

 
Scene 3  

 
By the River Lea 
Something about you - Joe and Kate 
 

Scene 4  
 

Hope Court 
(reprise) Something about you - Bert and Winnie 

 Mind you, Bert - The Matchgirls, Dockers 
 

Scene 5  
 

Under a street lamp 
Dear Lady - Kate, Annie 
 

Scene 6  
 

Office of the Freethought Bookshop 
We’re gonna show ‘em - Kate, Annie, The Matchgirls 
 

Scene 7  
 

On the Way to the Houses of Parliament 
(reprise) We’re gonna show ‘em - Kate, Annie, The 
Matchgirls 

 



 
Scenes and Musical Numbers 

 
Act II 

 
Scene 1  

 
Hope Court 
Cockney Sparrows - Polly, The Matchgirls, Joe, 
Dockers 

 Comes a time - Kate, Joe 
 

Scene 2  
 

Drawing Room, St John’s Wood 

Scene 3  
 

A meeting 
This life of mine - Kate, Company 
 

Scene 4  
 

Down by the docks 
(reprise) Comes a time - Joe, Jessie 
 

Scene 5  
 

Hope Court 
Amendment to a motion - Old Min, Dockers, The 
Matchgirls 
 

Scene 6  
 

The “Waiting Song” 
Waiting - The Matchgirls, Dockers 
 

Scene 7  
 

Down by the docks 

Scene 8  
 

Finale 
(reprise) This life of mine - The Company 



Cast Biographies 

Kate 
Emma Hosier 

 

Emma’s previous TTC experience has been as 
choreographer for Cinderella, The Wind in the 
Willows and most recently The Ruling Class.  
She is delighted to be performing with the 
company for the first time, although she is no 
stranger to the Hampton Hill stage.  Emma has 
performed here many times with BROS, playing 
roles such as Anne in A Little Night Music and 
Rosemary in How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying. Emma was also in Made 
in Dagenham last year, so she has had lots of 
practice playing an angry factory worker on 
strike. She would like to thank Marc for the 
opportunity to play Kate, and for all of his 
encouragement. 
 

Cath has been a member of TTC for two years, 
first performing as ensemble in the 2016 
production of RENT. Since then, Cath has also 
worked with Youth Action Theatre, playing 
Alice in Titanic the Musical in Hampton Hill, 
and Mistress Quickly in The Merry Wives of 
Windsor in the Edinburgh Fringe in 
2017. Cath has been in musicals from the age 
of 11, but never as a ‘cockney sparrer’, so is 
looking forward to channeling her inner Nancy 
and Eliza Doolittle and having a good old knees 
up! 
 

Polly 
Cath Bryant 

 

Mrs Purkiss 
Zoë Arden 

 

Zoë is thrilled to get to play a fun-loving 
naughty mum - a role she’s been trying to 
perfect for many years. She considers it an 
honour to work with such a talented team to 
bring this true story to life as even though the 
Matchgirls strike is 130 years old, women are 
still fighting for decent pay and working 
conditions.  Zoe previously played a mum for 
TTC in Billy Liar. She thought that this 
experience might be simpler than her most 
recent TTC outing in Under Milk Wood during 
which she played eight crazy characters; but 



singing and dancing at the same time has 
proved to be quite a challenge - bear with!  
Outside of TTC, she is part of an improv group 
called The Rose Runners. 
 

Sandra is delighted to be performing in her 
first production with TTC with such a talented 
and friendly cast and creative team. She has 
appeared in numerous shows with HMOS.  Her 
favourites include Bloody Mary in South 
Pacific, Yente in Fiddler on the Roof, Gilmer in 
Godspell, Zebra in Just So, Miss Wellbelove in 
Acorn Antiques, Madonna in We Will Rock You, 
Maid in My Fair Lady, Prostitute in The Likes 
of Us and Acolyte in Chess.  She has appeared 
as a nun in both Sister Act and The Sound of 
Music.  Sandra has also performed can often 
be found assisting backstage on costumes or 
sound.  
 

Old Min 
Sandra Mortimer 

 

Maggie 
Jenny Hull 

 

Jenny loves Hampton Hill Theatre and is 
thoroughly enjoying being a member of The 
Matchgirls cast. She has performed in two 
previous shows with TTC, playing Yvette in (I 
shall say this only once…) the very 
commercially successful production of ‘Allo 
‘Allo, and the waspish journalist Leonora in a 
satirical play by David Hare and Howard 
Brenton called Pravda. 

Caroline has been treading the boards her 
whole life and she has played lead and 
supporting roles in Surrey and London with 
WLOS, Cygnets and SEDOS. This is the first 
time she's been able to play a mean girl 
(somewhere between Kat Slater and Regina 
George) and she is thoroughly enjoying it!  
When she's not bullying the cast (on stage only) 
she is a marketing manager for non-profit 
companies, which hopefully makes up for it.  
This is Caroline's first show with TTC and she 
hopes it won't be her last. 

Jessie 
Caroline Steer 

 



Winnie 
Danielle 

Thompson 
 

Danielle is excited to be making her return to 
the stage as Winnie, after an 18-month break 
in which she tried her hand at choreography in 
a NODA winning pantomime production. 
Danielle’s previous roles have included Merlot 
in the pantomime Cinderella, Chester the 
Jester in the pantomime Sleeping Beauty and 
Mother Abbess in The Sound of Music to name 
a few. Danielle is looking forward to the 
challenges this character will bring and to 
playing a heavily pregnant woman. 
 

The Matchgirls is Liz’s first venture into 
musical theatre since her teenage years in a 
Gilbert and Sullivan production of Patience.  
She is certainly very grateful for the patience 
and support of the cast and crew whilst she 
has found her show tune groove in this 
important and endearing tale of East End 
history-makers. More familiar with dramatic 
pieces, she has performed with TTC - Too Long 
an Autumn, OHADS The River, RSS - Tom and 
Viv and Park Players - Absent Friends and 
The Problem.  Previously Liz played various 
roles at a non-professional suburban theatre 
in Chicago.  Liz hopes you really enjoy the 
show but asks you spare a moment’s 
thought for those in the world whose lives are 
still sacrificed for profit. 
 

Dot 
Liz Williams 

Beattie 
Leigh Dent 

 

Leigh is originally from Greenwich, just across 
the Thames from Bow and the Bryant & May 
factory.  She is a founding member of Quick Fix 
Theatre and works to support various charities 
through community theatre performances.  The 
high points in her acting career thus far have 
been working with The Muppets and performing 
in Hairspray.  Leigh has appeared in various 
films, TV dramas, ads and sitcoms such as 
Legend, Holby, The Night Manager and The 
Crown. 
 



Nicky Shaw learnt to fly as the lead in Peter 
Pan the Musical and has hardly been out of 
boys clothing since.  She’s played various 
‘Simple Simon’ roles in pantomimes over the 
last six years and the previous year narrowly 
avoided being eaten in Little Shop of Horrors.  
Nicky is looking forward to her first production 
with TTC (and it’s in a skirt!). 
 Nell 

Nicky Shaw 
 

Louie 
Georganna 
Simpson 

 

Georganna loves theatre that celebrates 
unsung female heroes and is delighted to play 
Louie in The Matchgirls. New to TTC, 
Georganna is excited to be appearing in this 
particular play in the Centenary year of 
womens’ suffrage.  Previously Georganna has 
played Marion and Albert in Wild Duck 
Theatre's Picnic at Hanging Rock at the OSO 
and was Natasha in the RSS production of The 
Seagull for RSS last year.  
 

Sue has been acting since she was at school 
and regularly performs with TTC and RSS.  
Amongst her favourite roles are:  Ruth (The 
Homecoming), Mary (Long Day’s Journey into 
Night), Hermia (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), 
Marjorie (Extremities), Bertha (Boeing Boeing), 
Maggie (The Mill on the Floss), Paulina (Death 
and the Maiden), Rosie (Simpatico), The Mother 
(Be My Baby), Goneril (King Lear), Jean Rhys 
(After Mrs. Rochester) and Evelyn 
(Kindertransport).  Sue is a multiple Swan 
Award nominee. This is the first musical Sue 
has been involved with in approximately 27 
years and she's really enjoying the opportunity 
to work with so many talented people. 
 

Annie Besant 
Sue Reoch 

 



George Bernard 
Shaw and Mr. 

Potter 
Ben Hansell 

 

Ben is excited to be back on stage after a while 
away from treading the boards.  He is 
particularly pleased to be part of such a great 
musical as The Matchgirls. Ben studied Drama 
and Physical Theatre at St Mary’s University.  
His repertoire whilst at St Mary’s was varied to 
say the least and he has in the past enjoyed 
playing such roles as Lady Macbeth and Naked 
Deaf Man.  George Bernard Shaw is quite tame 
in comparison! 
 

Sally became a member of Youth Action 
Theatre in her teens and studied dance and 
drama at various colleges in her 20’s.  A TTC 
member since 2010, she has appeared in 
Calendar Girls (2012), ‘Allo ‘Allo (2013) and 
Pravda (2013) and was last on stage as a 
squirrel, a mouse, a ferret and singing as the 
barge woman in The Wind in the Willows 
(2017).  She has provided costumes for The 
City (2013), My Boy Jack (2014), Dad’s Army 
(2015) and Billy Liar (2016) and is often seen 
selling ice creams in the theatre foyer or 
knitting. 
 

Paula Westerby 
Sally Cadle 

Scots Girl 
Eilish Langham 

 

Eilish has been in a variety of shows with TOPS 
and KVODS among others. In previous shows 
she has played a fairy, a vertically 
unchallenged dwarf, an oversized rabbit and 
principal boy in pantomime (oh yes she has!).  
She has performed with TTC in a number of 
Christmas shows and is looking forward to 
being in a show with a slightly more serious 
side to it. When not on stage, Eilish has worked 
front of house and backstage in the main house 
and Coward Studio.  
 



Dave has been a member of TTC for around 15 
years during which time he has played a 
variety of roles. In the last twelve months alone 
he has played a mad French greengrocer, a 
lugubrious horse from Wolverhampton and a 
longshoreman from Brooklyn.  He is looking 
forward to the challenge of playing a factory 
foreman and a docker in Victorian London. 
 Foreman Mynel 

Dave Dadswell 
 

Joe 
Dave Shortland 

 

Dave is happy to return to TTC and especially 
pleased to be part of a show that premiered 52 
years ago that has a message that still 
resonates today.   He has enjoyed rehearsing 
this musical as it has strong references to 
working conditions and the political climate of 
an era that goes back 130 years.  Previously at 
TTC Dave has enjoyed portraying the 
contrasting roles of Davey in the hard-
hitting Jerusalem and Buttons in Cinderella.  
With TOPS he has recently played Amos 
Scudder in Barnum and Dwayne Rhodes in 9 
to 5.  Dave performed in the final of the 2018 
Arts Richmond New Plays Festival at The 
Orange Tree Theatre as Eddie in Tia and the 
Falcon. 
 

Ben is thrilled to be making his TTC debut in 
The Matchgirls.  Having acted in a number of 
productions throughout school, he decided to 
try his hand at musicals. He has performed in 
Oxford Brookes University’s productions of 
Footloose and Rock of Ages and is now very 
much looking forward to putting on The 
Matchgirls with a new group of wonderful 
people! 
 

Perce 
Ben Legard 

 



Bert 
Bill Compton 

 

Over the past 24 years Bill has been involved in 
over 69 productions either as an actor, director 
or designer. In 2015, he was honoured to direct 
the UK Premiere of Boublil & Schönberg's 
musical The Pirate Queen with HLOC.  In 2018, 
he will be directing TTC's Christmas 
pantomime, Dick Whittington. In his spare time 
Bill likes to dabble with a full-time job, see his 
beautiful wife as they pass each other by the 
back door and spend time playing Star Wars / 
Lego / Disney Princesses with his four 
wonderful children. 
 

Joyce last appeared on stage in the chorus of 
Cinderella, an experience she thoroughly 
enjoyed. She has performed in the ensemble in 
several other productions since becoming a 
member of TTC, including The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle, in which she played a chef, a 
merchant and a farmer. Joyce is very pleased 
to be playing the part of Frances, one of the 
factory workers in The Matchgirls and is 
delighted to be involved in this production. 
 

Frances 
Joyce Birchall 

 

Creative Team Biographies 
 

 
Marc Batten 

Director 

Marc has directed a number of productions for 
TTC - What the Butler Saw, Dracula, A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and The Caucasian 
Chalk Circle, along with two pantomimes, 
Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella.  He has 
previously directed The Matchgirls as a school 
production but has always wanted to explore 
the darker side of these true events.  Marc is 
very pleased to, at last, be realising this dream 
and of directing The Matchgirls with an adult 
cast. and Marc would like to thank the cast and 
his team for making it such an enjoyable 
experience.  He hopes you enjoy the show. 
 



Hannah-May Lucas is Head of Music at 
Coombe Boys’ School where she regularly 
musically directs shows, choirs, orchestras 
and an award winning acapella group.  She 
has previously performed with BROS and 
musically directed Oh What a Lovely War! for 
Mary Wallace Theatre and an adult choir in the 
local area. She has a passion for developing 
confidence in singers and musicians. Hannah-
May is delighted to be musical director for The 
Matchgirls which she says “is a wonderfully 
underrated musical with a catchy, driven jazz-
inspired score and touching sentimental blues 
melodies”. 
 

Hannah-May Lucas 
Musical Director 

Lucinda Hennessy 
Choreographer 

Lucinda has been involved with theatre from 
an early age and dancing for as long as she can 
remember. She can usually be seen on stage 
performing with BROS Theatre Company and 
Cygnet Players. Recent shows have included 
42nd Street at Richmond Theatre, Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels at the Minack, Top Hat, The 
Producers, Pippin and Footloose to name but a 
few. Favourite roles include Louise in Carousel 
and Chava in Fiddler on the Roof. This is 
Lucinda's first production with TTC and she 
would like to thank Marc for the opportunity to 
flex her choreographic muscles on this 
delightful show. 
 

  



  



 
  



 
Teddington Theatre Club Ltd 

 

President Roger Smith 
Vice Presidents Joann Fuller, David Cornwell and Sue Bell 
Patrons Hayley Mills, Prunella Scales CBE, Timothy West CBE 

 

Board of Directors / Trustees 
Chairman Clare Henderson Roe 
Operations Manager Laurie Coombs 
Finance Director Diane Salkilld 
Artistic Director Lottie Walker 
Premises and Equipment Director Jack Tidball 
Sales and Marketing Director Gerry McCarthy 
Director Harry Jacobs 
Director Berni Messenger 
Company Secretary Sue Bell 

 

Company Registration Number 939448 
Registered Charity Number 257265 

 

Other Members of the Team 
General Manager John Gilbert 
Theatre Hirings Administrator Wesley Henderson Roe 
Membership Secretary Robin Legard 
Chairman of the Bar Committee Adrian Limerick 
Production Accountant Ann Beauchamp 
Backstage and Technical Chairman Gary Stevenson 
Front of House Manager Rosemary Brett 
Magazine Editors Barry Hill and Gerry McCarthy 
Press Officer Enid Segall 
Box Office Manager Lizzie Williams 

 

Teddington Theatre Club acknowledges with grateful thanks the practical and 
financial support given by local residents, businesses and community groups. 

 
Teddington Theatre Club is affiliated 
to the Little Theatre Guild of Great 

Britain and to Arts Richmond.  
This production is entered for the Arts 

Richmond Swan Awards for Drama 
and Musicals. 



 

The Regina Monologues 
By Rebecca Russell & Jenny Wafer 
Ladies in Waiting: The Judgement of Henry VIII 
By James Cougar Canfield 
Divorced, Beheaded, Died, Divorced, Beheaded, Survived 
Sun 7 Oct 2018 – Sat 13 Oct 2018 
Coward Studio 

Jeeves & Wooster in Perfect Nonsense 
By David Goodale & Robert Goodale 
What Ho! A delightfully silly evening with Jeeves & Wooster! 
Sat 15 Sep 2018 – Fri 21 Sep 2018 
Auditorium 

For up-to-date information on TTC and the Theatre, and to book tickets 
online, please check our website: www.teddingtontheatreclub.org.uk 

Postal bookings are accepted on publication of the booking form.  
Telephone enquires open two weeks before each production.  

Call: 0845 838 7529 (Open Monday to Saturday 1.00pm to 8.00pm) 
 
To enjoy good theatre locally, join TTC today. It is easy to join as an audience 

member, or as a full performing and technical member. 
Teddington Theatre Club is a Club Theatre open to members and their guests. 
Each month, details of forthcoming productions are mailed to each member 

together with Theatre, our club magazine and newsletter. 
All are encouraged to help with Front of House, Bar and Marketing activities 

of the Club and Theatre. To find out more please visit our website 
www.teddingtontheatreclub.org.uk or call our Membership Secretary on  

020 8287 2663 or complete one of the forms you can find in the Foyer. 
 


