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By John Godber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement 

with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Samuel 

French Ltd.  

No photography or recording! 

 

 

Teddington Theatre Club is affiliated to Arts 

Richmond and this production is entered for the 

Swan Awards for  Drama and Musicals. 



 

 

In Rehearsals 



 

 

 

Welcome to TTC and Teechers 

It is such a pleasure to finally see this wonderful play; 

it has been a long time coming.  Originally headed for 

our studio space in late spring 2020, it was newly auditioned and just one 

rehearsal in when all the theatres were closed and the UK went into lockdown.  

Once we knew we could reopen (but not whether we could operate “normally”) we 

decided to move the production to the main auditorium in order to hedge our bets 

and guarantee we could produce it even if we had to play to a socially distanced 

audience.  And then we realised that our director, the visionary Asha Gill had set 

the play “in the round”.  We’d not operated with the theatre “turned” for 

approximately eight years so along with the question of whether anyone could 

remember how to make the change came the question of would the mechanics 

still work.  It was all a bit scary, BUT we pulled it off.  A great team of volunteers old 

and new pulled together one chilly winter morning to make it happen and the 

result of their hard work is the auditorium in which we sit this evening.   

I have to say a huge thank you to Asha and the Teechers team for their patience 

throughout the whole process and also congratulate them on holding their nerve. 

This cast you see this evening is, despite the odds being stacked against them, the 

very one that was cast two years ago and throughout the long but interrupted 

rehearsal process they have never lost their enthusiasm– dropping into the odd 

rehearsal for this play has been a joy. 

The last two years has been very strange in many ways.  However, we have had 

some positive outcomes from the “Covid era”.  One is the return of the “in the 

round” configuration of the theatre thanks to this play.  Another is the very real 

sense of community TTC built during lockdown through our shared love of theatre 

and the arts.  I sincerely hope that we attract a new young audience to this play; 

the arts are important to our youth and our youth are so important to our future.  I 

absolutely echo the words of playwright John Godber when he says: 

 

“At the heart of Teechers is the very real assertion that the 

arts, and especially drama, should form an essential part of the 

school curriculum. It also attempts to demonstrate the effect 

that exposure to the arts has on young people.” 



 

 

John Godber 

John was born the son of a miner 

in Upton, West Yorkshire. He trained as a 

teacher of drama at Bretton Hall College. 

Whilst he was Head of Drama at Minsthorpe 

High School, the school he attended as a 

student, he won every major award at the National Student Drama 

Festival between 1981 and 1983. 

John’s plays are performed across the world. He has the distinction 

of being one of the most performed writers in the English language. 

He has won numerous awards for his plays, including a Laurence 

Olivier Award and seven Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Awards. 

His plays include: Bouncers, Up ‘n’ Under, April in Paris, Teechers, 

Blood, Sweat and Tears, Cramp, Happy Jack, September in the Rain, 

Salt of the Earth, Passion Killers, Happy Families, Up ‘n’ Under ll, 

Gym and Tonic, Dracula, Lucky Sods, Hooray for Hollywood, 

Weekend Breaks, It Started With a Kiss, Unleashed, Thick As a Brick, 

Big Trouble in the Little Bedroom, Seasons in the Sun, On a Night 

Like This, Our House, Departures, Men of the World, Reunion, 

Screaming Blue Murder, Black Ties and Tales, Perfect Pitch, Going 

Dutch, Christmas Crackers and Crown Prince. 

His first play for the John Godber Co was The Debt Collectors, a co-

production with Theatre Royal Wakefield which garnered critical 

acclaim and rave reviews from the national press after touring to 14 

venues across the country. 

 



 

 

Since then the company has successfully toured revivals of Teechers 

and Bouncers, Weekend Breaks, A Kind of Loving and On the Piste 

amongst others. 

Within his extensive career in writing and directing in TV and film, 

John also devised the BBC2 series Chalkface, and his screenplay My 

Kingdom for a Horse, starring Sean Bean, was nominated for an 

Alternative BAFTA Award. 

John’s first feature film, Up ‘n’ Under, was released in January 1998. 

In 2005, he cowrote Odd Squad for BBC2 with his wife, Jane, which 

was shot in Hull using local actors. Odd Squad won two British 

Academy of Film and Television Arts Awards in the Schools Drama 

category and in the BAFTA Original Writer section. 

John has an MA from Leeds University, an hon DLitt from Hull 

University, an hon DLitt from Lincoln University, a DUni for the Open 

University and was a PhD research student for five years at Leeds 

University. 

He is a professor of contemporary theatre at Liverpool Hope 

University, a visiting professor of drama at Hull University, a 

professor at Sheffield Hallam University, a fellow of the Royal Society 

of Arts and a fellow of Regent’s University, London. 

John was Artistic Director of Hull Truck for 26 years, taking it from 

bankruptcy in 1984 to its new home in a £15 million theatre in 

2010. 

In 2011, he set up The John Godber Company with his playwright 

wife, Jane, and formed a partnership with Theatre Royal Wakefield to 

produce two tours of his work each year. 

Since then his plays have continued to tour the UK and have been 

seen by over 200,000 people. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Salty ................................................................................ Josh Clarke 

Gail ............................................................................. Joanna Taylor 

Hobby ...................................................................... Caroline Gudge 

The Cast 

School Report Card  

Name: Position: Best Subject: Worst Subject: 

Extra Curriculars:  

Speciation Achievements:  

Areas of improvement: 

Additional Comments: 
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Director............................................................................... Asha Gill 

Production Manager ................................................ Juliette Sexton 

Stage Manager ......................................................... Harri Osborne 

Stage Construction Lead ................................................ Mike Elgey 

Set .......................................................................... Trine Taraldsvik 

Sound ................................................................................ Joe Olney 

Lighting Design .......................................................... Colin Swinton 

Lighting Operation .................................................. Wayland Booth 

Lighting Crew ............................................................... Rob Arundel 

Wardrobe ....................................................................... Tom Wright 

Photographer ............................................................... Jojo Leppink 

Artistic Link ................................................................... Daniel Wain 

Backstage & Technical Link.................................. Gary Stevenson 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Teechers is the first show since The Thrill of Love by Amanda 

Wittington in March 2015 that we have set in the round.  

So a team of backstage crew, led by Mike Elgey, met on a Sunday 

morning to transform our auditorium. There was a fair bit of head 

scratching but the job was completed in under three hours.  

All the seats must be removed from the main stalls area onto the 

stage. The floor panels were picked up and all the legs underneath 

removed and replaced, so that the when the floor is replaced it is 

at the same height. Then the seats are put back in the round and 

on the stage. Simple! 

 

Thanks to the team who worked so hard and will have to return 

after the show to put it all back!  Fiona Auty, Josh Bayfield,      

Nigel Cole, Alan Corbertt, Angela Gibbins, Asha Gill, Cath Messum, 

Nick Osorio, Gary Stevenson, Trine Taraldsvik, Patrick Troughton, 

Jack Tidball, Priya Virdee and Sian Walters.  
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Formed in 1927, Teddington Theatre Club is now one of the leading amateur 

drama groups in south west London, performing in their own custom-built 

theatre in Hampton Hill. 

Starting out to stage Shakespeare for schools, it soon developed to stage a wide 

repertoire of plays for the general public, originally to raise funds for its schools 

programmes.  

TTC’s first production, in 1927, was Scenes from Twelfth Night followed in 1928 

with The Merchant of Venice and Scenes from As You Like It. Since then, the 

Club has gone on to put on over 670 productions and counting as it rapidly 

approaches its hundredth anniversary. 

Having performed four or five productions a year in hired halls for many years, in 

1969 the Club were granted a lease of part of Richmond Council’s Hampton 

Court House and after two years of conversion work finally opened its own 

theatre in 1971. 

As the lease came towards its end, negotiations with Richmond Council secured 

a site on Hampton Hill High Street for a new theatre and after a concentrated 

period of fundraising and with a grant from the National Lottery, the well-

equipped Hampton Hill Playhouse (now Theatre) was opened in 1998. 

TTC present about ten productions a year and welcome new members - from 

those who wish to be on stage to the technical teams or front of house. There 

are lots of ways to get involved, so please go to our website to find out more.  

 

What to keep in touch with what’s 

on at Hampton Hill Theatre? Sign up 

to our monthly show listing at ….. 

www.hamptonhilltheatre.org.uk 

Teddington Theatre Club 



 

 

COMING SOON 

Booking at www.thelittleboxoffice.com/teddingtontheatreclub 

or phone 020 8410 4546  (5.00pm - 8.00pm Mon - Sat) 

TUE 15 MAR—SAT 19 MAR 2022 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE  
Based on the screenplay by Marc Norman and Tom Stoppard and adapted 

for the stage by Lee Hall, with music by Paddy Cunneen  

Based on the Oscar winning film, a play of romance, exuberance, and 

the magic of theatre. 

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd.   

TUE 22 MAR— SAT 26 MAR 2022 

BUT YESTERDAY 
By Jimmie Chinn 

EDWIN 
By John Mortimer 

A double bill of family dramas. 

These amateur productions are presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on 

behalf of Samuel French Ltd.  

TUE 1 FEB — SAT 5 FEB 2022 

THE RED LION 
By Patrick Marber  

Passion. Loyalty. Salvation. The beautiful game comes to the stage.  

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of 

Samuel French Ltd.  



 

 

TUE 24 MAY—SAT 28 MAY 2022 

ABIGAIL’S PARTY  
By Mike Leigh 

Step into 70s suburbia, down a gin and tonic, and settle in for the 

drinks party from hell.  

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd.   

TUE 28 JUN— SAT 2 JUL 2022 

OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD 
By Timberlake Wertenbaker 

 
The funny, uplifting and true story of the first play to be performed in 

Australia. 

This is amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on 

behalf of Samuel French Ltd.  

TUE 17 MAY — SAT 21 MAY 2022 

WHEN WE ARE MARRIED 
By J.B. Priestley 

Three marriages. Three anniversaries. Three revelations.  

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of 

Samuel French Ltd.  

TUE 5 JUL — SAT 9 JUL 2022 

THE KILLING OF SISTER GEORGE 
By Frank Marcus 

Foul-mouthed. Foul-tempered. But does she deserve to die? .  

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with Concord Theatricals Ltd.  

on behalf of Samuel French Ltd.  



 

 
 

Teddington Theatre Club is resident at Hampton Hill Theatre. 

90 High Street, Hampton Hill, TW12 1NZ  

 

Company registration number 939448  

Registered charity number 257265 

 


